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INTRODUCTION


Our Bible passage for today’s sermon begins with “therefore,” which means what follows is a result of what has gone previously. Paul has just mentioned things such as “make my joy complete,” as only new believers can do for the one who introduced them to Christ. Also, he told his readers to “consider others better than yourselves,” hence encouraging them to not think too highly of themselves. Finally, he had indicated that their “attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus,” who willingly sacrificed everything for the sake of others. In light of those ideas, he begins, “My dear friends,” for they are indeed beloved to him. He indicates they should do certain things in order to “shine like stars in the universe.”
I.
“CONTINUE TO WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION.”

1.
Work with fear and trembling: God’s work is vitally important & demands our best.

2.
Work without complaining or arguing: God’s work is more important than our feelings.

There should be no room for “me-first” or “my feelings” when it comes to God’s work. God is everything! I am nothing! His expectations demand our obedience. Because of all that He has done for us, we must give our best efforts in His work.
II.
GOD “WORKS IN YOU…ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PURPOSE.”

1. God works in us to give us the will to work: He strengthens desire & commitment.

2. God works in us to give us the courage to act: He encourages & empowers us.

The reality is that none of us, in our own nature, has the desire, commitment, and courage to carry out work in His Kingdom. However, God sends us His Holy Spirit to make it possible for us to do what is “according to His purpose.”

III.
THE PURPOSE OF OUR WORKING OUT OUR SALVATION

1. God needs us to “blameless,” “pure,” and “without fault”: We are to become like Jesus Christ so that we bring no shame or reproach upon God’s name.

2. God wants us to bring honor to those who influenced us to become believers: Honor our spiritual fathers and mothers, just as we honor our earthly parents.

God’s Kingdom is built upon the integrity of His people, not just on the foundation laid by Jesus Christ. If we have no integrity in our daily lives, we hinder the building up of God’s Kingdom. God wants and needs His children to “shine like stars” in a world inhabited by “a crooked and depraved generation.”

CONCLUSION


Paul is reminding us to keep working, that none of us ever earns the right to a spiritual vacation or to spiritual retirement. We are to work with the same attitude that Jesus had so that we will reflect just how important He is to us. 

“To the work, to the work, we are servants of God.

Let us follow the path that our Master has trod;
With the might of His power our strength to renew, 

Let us do by His grace what He calls us to do.

Toiling on! Toiling on! Toiling on! Toiling on!

Let us watch. Let us pray and labor till the Master comes.”
